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Sonia Basko, Special Projects Coordinator for NYSUT, updated retirees about   
NYSUTs BE the UNION--Why in 5 social justice program at our luncheon in            
October.  The program has been expanded to include five additional areas.  The original 
five areas include To End Hunger and Poverty, Racial Equality, Fair Trade, Women’s 
Rights, and Wage Equity.  The five that were added include Educational Justice, 
LGBTQ Solidarity, Immigration Reform, Child Labor Protections and Labor            
Solidarity.  

 We were also told that NYSUT initiated another program called Start the         
Conversation in an effort to address racial divides within communities.  A set of      
conversation starters has been developed to prompt an individual to examine his/her 
perspective(s) on race and to converse with others about such things as inequality,    
racial bias and bigotry.  

 These programs are great examples of NYSUT’s commitment to making the world 
a better place.  As I’ve indicated in previous articles, our retiree council does it best to 
address these issues within our region.  

 Go to www.nysut.org/resources/special-resources-sites/social-justice to learn 
more about these important programs. 

Help is Always Needed 

The NYSUT Disaster Relief Fund depends on voluntary donations to help friends 
and colleagues in times of trouble. If you would like to help, please make your check 
payable to NYSUT Disaster Relief Fund and mail to: NYSUT Headquarters, 800 Troy-
Schenectady Road, Latham, New York 12110.   

or  
make online donations using PayPal or a credit card at nysut.org/resources/special-
resources-sites/disaster-relief/make-a-donation.  NYSUT assumes 100 percent of the 
administrative costs associated with the NYSUT Disaster Relief Fund.  

Retiree Council 8 election of officers will take place at the 
spring luncheon in May.  You do not have to have lunch to 
vote, but you must be a NYSUT RC 8 retiree in good standing 
and be at the restaurant at 11:30 a.m. to cast your ballot. 

 

Election Notice 

We need nominees for our upcoming election next year as at least three office 
holders are not seeking reelection.  Ken Drake is not seeking another three-year term 
as president of the Retiree Council 8 Steering Committee. The position of RC 8     
president is a very important one as  the president represents the council at various   
NYSUT meetings and functions held throughout the year.  For example, the president 
is the first delegate to the NYSUT Representative Assembly.  Also, Florence Wood is 
not seeking another term as RA delegate.  Florence has served as an elected delegate to 
the RA for many years and is retiring as delegate at the end of our current business 
year.  In addition, Linda Dunn is not seeking a second term as recording secretary.   

It is paramount that all of the positions be filled.  The RC 8 election is slated to take 
place at the Spring Luncheon in May of 2017.  Officers serve a three year term.   A 
nomination form is included on page two of this newsletter.  

 
Submitted by RC 8 Election Committee:  F. Wood, J. Grossman, H. Chomin 

 

Committee Seeks Nominations 

http://www.nysut.org/resources/special-resources-sites/social-justice
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The Retiree Council 8 held its fall luncheon on Thursday, October 
13, 2016, at Aqua Vino Restaurant and Banquets in Utica. There were 
approximately 68 retirees in attendance. 

The guest speaker was Sonia Basko, Special Projects Coordinator 
for NYSUT. The theme of her presentation was social justice. Each        
attendee received a packet containing ideas to help people start conver-
sations about social justice issues such as racial equality, hunger and 
poverty, immigration reform, women’s issues and many more.  

Visit www.nysut.org/starttheconvo to learn more. 
 
Submitted by Howard LaFave, Adirondack Retiree and RC 8 Vice President 

 

A Successful  
Fall Luncheon 

 

Officer Nomination Form 

The form below should be used to nominate a RC 8 retiree for any of the following positions for a 3-year term. A  
separate sheet must be used for each nomination. A 100-word statement of the nominee’s qualifications for the       
position sought should be included with the nomination. 
 
Additional nominations of the same person for the same position will not be recognized by the Election      
Committee. 

NOMINATION FORM FOR RC 8 2017-2020 TERM 
PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT, SECRETARY, TREASURER 

DELEGATES-- 2 Representative Assembly Delegates 
1 Representative Assembly Alternate Delegate 

 
Name of person being nominated____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Nominee’s address_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Nominee’s telephone number_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Nominated for office of___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Local that nominee retired from_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Nominee’s signature______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature and local of person nominating____________________________________________________________ 
 

ALL NOMINATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY MONDAY, JANUARY 23, 2017 
 

MAIL NOMINATION FORM AND 100-WORD STATEMENT TO: 
Utica Regional Office 

Attention: RC 8 Nominating Committee 
7 Ellinwood Court 

New Hartford, New York 13413 

Thousands of New Yorkers are caught by surprise by a Medicare rule that imposes penalties on people who  en-
roll after age 65, according to U.S. Senator Charles Schumer. Schumer, D-NY, and Senator Bob Casey, D-PA, plan 
to introduce legislation requiring the federal government to notify Americans before their 65th birthday of their need 
to enroll in Medicare or face fines that last their lifetimes. 

Schumer said he hopes eventually to be able to pass legislation to eliminate or change the premium hikes—
which start at 10 percent and increase 10 percent for each period that enrollment is deferred—but that he was           
looking for a solution that would pass Congress before he can make that happen. 

“We think we can pass the notification quickly, and we are going to examine whether we can substantively 
change (the penalties),” Schumer said. 

Many people are enrolled in Medicare Part A hospitalization benefits automatically if they get Social Security 
benefits at age 65.  
Source: NYSUT Retiree Organizer, Summer 2016, Issue 4, Volume 29 
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10 Things You Need to Know NY’s New Teacher Certification Regulations 

 

2016-2017 Participation Fee 

IMPORTANT:  Retirees from Adirondack, Canastota, Central Square, Clinton, Holland Patent, Oneida, Oneida/
Herkimer/Madison BOCES, New Hartford, Oriskany, Pulaski, Remsen, Sauquoit Valley, Stockbridge Valley, Utica, 
VVS, Waterville, Westmoreland, and Whitesboro do not have to send $5, since the Participation Fee is contributed 
via retiree dues by your chapter. Rome Retirees may add the participation fee to their RTA local dues.    
ATTENTION ALL OTHER RETIREES NOT BELONGING TO THE ABOVE-MENTIONED LOCALS, 
please fill out the form below. 
 

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address_______________________________________ City/State/Zip_____________________________ 
 
Phone:  ______________________________  Retiree School District:  __________________________________ 
 
E-mail address:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PLEASE, COMPLETE THIS FORM AND A $5 CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO “RETIREE COUNCIL 8” 
AND MAIL TO:  Wanona E. Carey, RC8 Treasurer, 8623 Turin Road, Rome, NY 13440-7523. 

If your address changes, please contact Anne Marie Voutsinas, NYSUT Retiree Services 
Consultant, at  

315-431-4040, Ext 40 or at avoutsin@nysutmail.org with the following information: 
Your Name 

Old Address, New Address  
District you retired from 

 

1. Starting July 1, 2016, a new state law requires all permanently or professionally certified teachers and Level III 
teaching assistants working in public schools or BOCES to register online with the State Education Department 
(SED). Re-registration will be required every five years.  

2. According to SED, once the system is up and running you can register early. However, SED is encouraging    peo-
ple to wait until their birth month so that the TEACH system is not overwhelmed. Registration must be     com-
pleted by the end of your birth month. There is no charge to register.  

3. If you do not have a TEACH account, yet are required to register, you will need to create a TEACH account at 
www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/teach/. There is NO cost to create a TEACH account or register. You cannot  
register on paper.  

4. Retired or not working in a public school or BOCES? You do NOT need to register. HOWEVER, If you want to 
substitute teach or work again in public schools, you should register. Note: The act of ‘registering’ has no bearing 
on your permanent certificate(s)—your certificate is still valid for life.  

5. School guidance counselors, school psychologists and social workers are categorized as “Pupil Personnel” and are 
NOT impacted by this new requirement.  

6. The law also includes new professional development requirements called Continuing Teacher and Leader         
Education (CTLE). Professionally certified teachers and Level III teaching assistants are required to complete 100 
hours of state-approved CTLE professional development within each five-year registration cycle.  

7. Teaching assistants with pre-2004 continuing certificates do NOT need to register with the State Education       
Department nor complete CTLE hours.  

8. Professional development completed on or after July 1, 2016, but before your birth month will count as CTLE 
hours, SED says. However, CTLE hours cannot be carried over from one five-year registration period to another.  

9. Certificate holders who must complete CTLE hours are now also required to maintain a record of their CTLE 
hours for three years after each five-year registration period.  

10. NYSUT convinced SED to waive the assessment of late fees for the first five-year registration cycle as the new 
process is implemented. More information on the new regulations and a question form are posted at 
www.nysut.org/certification. 

 
To access the TEACH system, go to 

www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/teach 
 
Source:  NYSUT Research and Educational Services, 6/3/16  

 
 
 
 

CHANGES? 

http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/teach/



